
Entries for both tests close at the address of the Test Secretary at 6:00 PM EDT, 
Wednesday, October 13, 2021, after which time entries cannot be accepted, canceled 

or altered, except as specifically allowed in the current BMDCA Draft Test Regulations.
 

Bernese Mountain Dog Club of America Draft Test

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Val Horney  
Aurora, Colorado

Jennifer Brightbill 
Oregon City, Oregon

The Hall
34 Ford Road

Sterling, Massachusetts 01564

JUDGES:

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23
& SUNDAY OCTOBER 24 2021

July 2011 BMDCA Draft Regulations Will Be in Effect.
Tests Open to All Eligible Dogs  

in accordance with current BMDCA Draft Regulations, Chapter 3, Section 1, Paragraph B
Judging will be outdoors

P R E M I U M  L I S T
47th & 48th Draft Tests Hosted by the

Bernese Mountain Dog Club of Nashoba Valley 

Celebrating the Anniversary  
of the First BMDCA Draft Test, 

Hosted by Nashoba Valley  
September 22, 1991



Bernese Mountain Dog Club of Nashoba Valley Draft Tests  
October 23 and 24 2021  

Are Dedicated to the Memory of  

Jon Cons
 

Nashoba Valley is finally back drafting and holding a test,  
however—Jon Cons—one of the fixtures of our tests over the past two  

decades, won’t be here physically with us but most surely will be in spirit.  
Jon, the longest-serving board member in the history of our club as a  

president, treasurer and board member, died in May. 
Jon and his beloved wife Judy loved everything about our breed. Under their 

Southwind kennel name, they raised many versatility dogs competing in 
conformation, obedience and draft. There was always a special place in Jon’s 

heart for draft. He put numerous titles on Southwind dogs and to see his 
brace team of Laser and Trigger work was everything  

you’d want to see in the draft ring. 
Even when not competing, Jon never missed a Nashoba test, either stepping 

up as a draft chair, secretary, or steward or for a draft workshop. Rain, shine, 
or snow, Jon was there. He was also the man behind the camera, more than 

willing to photograph fellow competitors and share his images. 

Enjoy the test, and know that Jon is rooting for you! 

Please join us Saturday evening by the firepit  
to hear Jon’s music once more and to share memories.

Tribute by Lloyd Jones



Bernese Mountain Dog Club of Nashoba Valley 
Established 1981

Officers 
Jean Michael, President 

Susan Mahan, Vice President 
Bruce Hallden, Treasurer 

Julie Mott, Secretary, 52 Old Orchard Road, Sherborn, MA 01770-1036 
Directors 

Patricia Buickerood, Steve Diers, Heidi Henderson, Carol Jensen, Anya Wittenborg

Saturday, October 23

 

Sunday, October 24

Test Secretary 
Jo Coniglio 

143 Cole Drive 
North Kingstown, RI 02852-3657

401-626-6789
jorabit@aol.com

Test Chair 
Allison Harding 
65 Crockett Road 

Milford, MA 01757-1351
774-292-2286

towncountrypetsitters@gmail.com

 
Committee Members 

Beth Atkinson, Ray Harding, Julie Mott, Sue Nowak, Anya Wittenborg

Test Secretary 
Elizabeth Malcolmson 

145 Main Street 
Rockport, MA 01966-2028

978-335-4341
elizabeth@malcolmson.org

Test Chair 
Allison Harding 

165 Crockett Road 
Milford, MA 01757-1351

774-292-2286
towncountrypetsitters@gmail.com

 
Committee Members 

Beth Atkinson, Ray Harding, Julie Mott, Sue Nowak, Anya Wittenborg
 

Judges (both days)
Val Horney  

Aurora, Colorado
Jennifer Brightbill  
Oregon City, Oregon



Regulations
Entrants are responsible for obtaining the BMDCA Draft Test Regulations (July 
2011 Edition) and being familiar with them. Draft test regulations are available 
online at no charge, at http://www.bmdca.org/Draft/
These tests are for all eligible dogs with preference given to Bernese Mountain 
Dogs in accordance with current BMDCA Draft Regulations. 
The BMDCNV, BMDCA and the DWC take dog aggression very seriously and have 
zero tolerance for inappropriate behavior on the part of dogs, owners, and han-
dlers. To review the Misconduct Disciplinary Procedure, visit 
http://www.bmdca.org/Draft/BMDCA_Draft_Discipline.php
By participating in or attending this test, you understand and agree to the terms 
of the Misconduct Disciplinary Procedure. This procedure is a clarification of the 
Discipline Section of the BMDCA Draft Regulations.

Awards
Qualifying teams will receive a rosette, and Nashoba Valley’s classic, unique 
wooden contoured silhouette of a Bernese Mountain Dog pulling a cart. There will 
be a special award given to the oldest Bernese Mountain Dog and the youngest 
Bernese Mountain Dog qualifying on each day. All participating teams will receive 
a suitable keepsake. 

Hospitality and Refreshments
Coffee and snacks will be available on site Saturday and Sunday morning. More 
information on lunch will be made available to stewards and exhibitors after the 
trial closes. A post-trial dinner will be held on Saturday night. All judges, entrants, 
stewards, club members and their guests are welcome to attend. Details will be 
available closer to that date.

Veterinarian On Call and 24 Hour Emergency Service 
 

Westford Veterinary Emergency Referral Center, LLC 
11 Cornerstone Square,  

Westford, MA 01886 
(978) 577-6525

24-Hour Emergency and Critical Care. Located off Route 495 N, Exit 83, in the  
Cornerstone Square Shopping Plaza, at the corner of Route 110 and Boston Road.

 



Entry Information
The entry fee is $35.00 per team. The brace entry fee is $35.00 per two-dog team. 
For Brace entries, please fill out an entry form for each dog and staple together.
Entry is limited to 24 teams per day. The following classes are offered: Novice 
Draft, Open Draft, Novice Brace, Open Brace. Even though two entry forms are 
required for each brace team, each brace team will be counted as one entry in the 
Draft Test entry limit.
If more than 24 entries are received, a random drawing will be held within 48 
hours of the closing date with priority given to entrants in accordance with the 
July 2011 BMDCA Draft Regulations.
Teams entered in a class in which they have already earned the advanced level title 
will be drawn after teams without the advanced level title in that class. All entrants 
will be notified of their entry status within 72 hours of the closing date. Alternates 
will also be drawn and may compete if a regular entry is marked absent.
Both tests are open to all dogs, purebred or mixed heritage, registered or listed 
(such as Purebred Alternative Listing [PAL], Indefinite Listing Privilege [ILP], 
Canine Partners (or any future equivalents) with the American Kennel Club or the 
Canadian Kennel Club.
Entries close at the Test Secretary’s address on Wednesday, October 13, 2021 
at 6:00 PM EDT. Please type or print legibly when filling out the entry form, and 
remember to include your telephone number and if available, your email address. 
Please make checks payable to BMDCNV and write a separate check for each 
entry.
If you have any questions, please contact the Draft Test Secretary.  
Telephone or incomplete entries cannot be accepted. Entries received with-
out fees will not be accepted. Post-dated checks and returned checks do not 
constitute a valid entry fee. No entry shall be made and no entry shall be ac-
cepted which specifies any conditions as to its acceptance. Mail fee with the 
entry form and signed agreement to the Draft Test Secretary for each day.
Entry fees shall not be refunded in the event that a dog is absent, disqualified, 
excused by Veterinarian or Judge, or barred from competition by action of 
Show Committee. If because of riots, civil disturbances, or other acts beyond 
the control of the Show Committee it is impossible to open or to complete the 
trial, no refund of entry fee will be made. Extreme weather conditions, such as, 
but not limited to, snow storms, lightning, extreme heat, extreme cold, must be 
considered for the health and safety of the dogs, exhibitors, and spectators. The 
well-being of dogs, exhibitors, and spectators is of paramount importance and, in 
the event it is necessary to cancel or stop the trial before completion, no refund 
of entry fee will be made.
A handler may withdraw a dog from a draft test for medical reasons. Entry fees 
shall be refunded upon receipt of a signed veterinarian’s certificate stating the 
reason for the withdrawal (postmarked mail prior to test date is acceptable; it is 
requested that the Test Secretary also be notified by telephone or email).



Test Site
Located twenty minutes from Route 495, and ten minutes from Route 190, The 
Hall is set on fifty acres of bucolic countryside in Sterling, Massachusetts amidst 
pine trees, fields, a pond, and a small apple orchard. The site includes a pavilion, 
sport courts and pits, fire pit, and campsites. The Hall building has a full indoor 
kitchen and dining area with tables and chairs as well as bathrooms. Ample park-
ing on site. Plenty of shade.

  Nearby Accommodations
Please call to check for specific rates and pet policies:

The Boxboro Regency  
(ask for BMDCNV Room Block)  
242 Adams Place 
Boxborough, MA 01719 
(978) 263-8701
http://www.boxbororegency.com/
14.5 miles from test site

 
 

 

Residence Inn by Marriott  
Boston Westford 
112 Donald Lynch Blvd  
Marlborough, MA 01886
(508) 481-1500 
http://www.marriott.com
12 miles from test site

Campers, RVs, and Vans
Will be permitted on grounds after 3:00 PM Friday afternoon October 22, and 

must park in designated areas, observing fire lanes and no parking areas. Must be 
off the property by 5:00 PM on Sunday October 24.

The gate will close at 9:00 PM each day for all overnight parking. 
Bathroom facilities available on site.

Overnight RV and van parking, and camping is permitted by the site  
owner as a courtesy. In order to continue club use of this lovely site, we request 

that exhibitors and spectators return the courtesy by: (a) cleaning up after 
yourself and your dogs, (b)  taking your trash with you when you leave so that the 

draft committee does not have the added obligation of dealing with it, and (c) 
refraining from use of generators after 10 pm.

NOTE: There are no electric or water hook-ups. Additionally, we’ve been 
advised that due to heavy rains this summer, the tap water on site should be 
considered non-potable. Though the BMDCNV will provide a certain amount 

of water, please bring sufficient water for you and your dogs. 

Motel 6 Leominster 
48 Commercial Rd 
Leominster, MA 
(866) 767-0278
http://www.motel6.com
9.5 miles from test site



Directions
The Hall 

34 Ford Road  
Sterling, Massachusetts 01564  

 
Route 495 is a major beltway skirting Metrowest Boston. It is easily accessible 

from the Mass Turnpike from the east or west; Route I-93 from the north; and I-95 
from the north and south. I-190 runs along a south/north axis from Route I-290 
in Worcester to Route 2 in Leominster. (I-290 splits from the Mass Turnpike in 

Auburn.)
From Route I-495 North or Southbound:

EXIT 70, Route 117, Bolton/Stow. Proceed west on Route 117 toward Bolton, 
approximately 7 miles. Turn left onto Brockelman Road. In approximately 2 miles, 
turn right on Hilltop Road. Hilltop turns into Flanagan Hill Road. Just before the 

overpass for I-190, turn right onto Ford Road.  
Proceed 1/2 mile to end.

From Route I-190 North or Southbound:
EXIT 14, Route 12, Sterling/Clinton. Proceed north on Route 12 toward Leominster. 
Turn right at blinking yellow light onto Pratts Junction Road. In 1/2 mile, turn left 

onto Flanagan Hill Road. In 1/2 mile, turn left onto Ford Road.  
Proceed 1/2 mile to end.

Spectators
Subject to MA COVID-19 guidelines in effect at the time of these draft tests,  
spectators are welcome and are encouraged to applaud and cheer for the work-
ing dog. Please remain away from ringside.
Dogs who are not entered may be present but must be leashed or crated at all 
times, and must not interfere with the test in any way. Stewards may ask that dogs 
be moved if they feel there is the possibility of interference with a working team.
As always, please remember to always pick up after your dog and do not exercise 
your dog near or on the freight haul route!

Schedule
Schedule for each day to be determined after the close of entries. Entrants and 
judges will be notified of Arrival Time and Equipment Check. Judging will begin 
shortly following Course Familiarization. A lunch break will be taken at the judges’ 
discretion.

Weather
Check the forecast frequently and come prepared for yourself and your dog(s).
Late October temperatures in Sterling historically average a high of 59 degrees 
and a low of 37 degrees.
Average monthly rainfall total for October is 4.5 inches.
Sunrise and sunset: around 7:00 AM and 6:00 PM each day. 



Bernese Mountain Dog Club of Nashoba Valley 
The Hall 

34 Ford Road 
Sterling, MA 01564  

Draft Test #47  Saturday, October 23, 2021
Entry fee: $35 per entry.
Entries close at Test Secretary’s address at 6:00 PM EDT on October 13, 2021, 
after which time entries can not be accepted, canceled, or altered, except as 
specifically allowed in the current BMDCA Draft Test Regulations. 
Mail Entries & Fees to:  Jo Coniglio 

143 Cole Drive 
North Kingstown, RI 02852-3657

Make checks payable to BMDCNV. Write a separate check for EACH entry. 
Please type or print clearly. Use one form per dog per class entered.

Submitting this form constitutes your 
agreement to the terms of the Entry Agreement

Breed     Sex  Q  Male 
Q  Female 

Class:       Q Novice             Q Brace Novice             Q Open             Q Brace Open

Q Dog is titled in entered class               Q Open Weight Certificate Enclosed 
 Q Saturday October 23

Registered Name 
(Please include titles)
Call Name Berner-Garde # 

(BMDs only)
Date of Birth DNA Profile #   

(Nationals only)
Registration # Q American Kennel Club 

Q Canadian Kennel Club
Breeder

Sire

Dam

Actual Owner(s)

Owners Address

City State Zip

Telephone Email

Handler/Agent



ENTRY AGREEMENT
I understand that the club holding this event has the right to refuse this entry. I 
agree that I am solely responsible for the actions of myself and the dog (“the dog”) 
that accompanies me in relationship to this entry. 
In consideration of the acceptance of my entry and the opportunity to participate 
in this event, I agree to HOLD HARMLESS and INDEMNIFY the following listed 
parties from any claim for loss, damage or injury alleged to have been caused di-
rectly or indirectly by my actions or by the actions of the dog in relationship to this 
event : the Bernese Mountain Dog Club of America (BMDCA) and the event-giving 
club, their members, officers, and agents; the owner and/or leaser of the premises; 
any provider of services at this event; any employees or volunteers of the parties 
listed here, and any BMDCA Draft Judge judging at this event. I personally assume 
all responsibility and liability for any such claim. I agree to be responsible for any 
loss and expense (including legal fees) incurred by any of the listed parties based 
on claims related in any way to my participation or the actions of the dog in rela-
tionship to this event, whether the claims are made by third parties or by myself. 
Additionally, I agree to assume the sole responsibility for any loss, damage, or 
injury (including death) to myself or to the dog in relationship to this event. I agree 
to RELEASE, INDEMNIFY and promise not to sue the parties listed above for 
any such loss, damage or injury to myself or the dog, regardless of the cause, and 
whether or not the loss, damage or injury may have been caused by the negligence 
of the listed parties. 
I AGREE THAT ANY CAUSE OF ACTION, CONTROVERSY OR CLAIM ARISING 
OUT OF OR RELATED TO THE ENTRY, EXHIBITION OR ATTENDANCE AT THE 
EVENT SHALL BE SETTLED BY ARBITRATION PURSUANT TO THE APPLI-
CABLE RULES OF THE AMERICAN ARBITRATON ASSOCIATION. HOWEVER, 
PRIOR TO ARBITRATION ALL APPLICABLE BMDCA BYLAWS, RULES, REGU-
LATIONS AND PROCEDURES MUST FIRST BE FOLLOWED AS SET FORTH IN 
THE BMDCA CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS, RULES, REGULATIONS, PUB-
LISHED POLICIES AND GUIDELINES.
In consideration of the acceptance of this entry, I agree to abide by rules and 
regulations of the Bernese Mountain Dog Club of America (BMDCA) in effect at 
the time of this BMDCA Draft Test and by any additional rules appearing in the 
premium list for this event. I certify and represent that the dog entered is not a 
hazard to persons or other dogs. I also certify that all the information I provide 
with this entry is true and correct. This entry is submitted for acceptance on the 
foregoing representation and Agreement. I agree to conduct myself in accordance 
with all such Rules and Regulations (including all provisions applying to discipline) 
and to abide by any decisions made in accord with them. 
 
Name of Participant 
(please print) 
 
 
Signature     Date

Submitting this form constitutes your 
agreement to the terms of the Entry Agreement



Breed           Sex  Q  Male  
       Q  Female 
 
Class:        Q Novice             Q Brace Novice             Q Open             Q Brace Open
 
Q Dog is titled in entered class               Q Open Weight Certificate Enclosed 
 Q Sunday October 24             
Registered Name  
(Please include titles)
Call Name     Berner-Garde #  
     (BMDs only)
Date of Birth                     DNA Profile #    
     (Nationals only)
Registration #     Q American Kennel Club  
     Q Canadian Kennel Club
Breeder
 
Sire
 
Dam
 
Actual Owner(s)
 
Owners Address
 
City     State   Zip
 
Telephone     Email
 
Handler/Agent

Bernese Mountain Dog Club of Nashoba Valley 
The Hall 

34 Ford Road 
Sterling, MA 01564  

Draft Test #48  Sunday, October 24, 2021
Entry fee: $35 per entry.
Entries close at Test Secretary’s address at 6:00 PM EDT on October 13, 2021, 
after which time entries can not be accepted, canceled, or altered, except as 
specifically allowed in the current BMDCA Draft Test Regulations. 
Mail Entries & Fees to:  Elizabeth Malcolmson 
   145 Main Street 
   Rockport, MA 01966-2028
Make checks payable to BMDCNV. Write a separate check for EACH entry. 
Please type or print clearly. Use one form per dog per class entered.

Submitting this form constitutes your 
agreement to the terms of the Entry Agreement



ENTRY AGREEMENT
I understand that the club holding this event has the right to refuse this entry. I 
agree that I am solely responsible for the actions of myself and the dog (“the dog”) 
that accompanies me in relationship to this entry. 
In consideration of the acceptance of my entry and the opportunity to participate 
in this event, I agree to HOLD HARMLESS and INDEMNIFY the following listed 
parties from any claim for loss, damage or injury alleged to have been caused di-
rectly or indirectly by my actions or by the actions of the dog in relationship to this 
event : the Bernese Mountain Dog Club of America (BMDCA) and the event-giving 
club, their members, officers, and agents; the owner and/or leaser of the premises; 
any provider of services at this event; any employees or volunteers of the parties 
listed here, and any BMDCA Draft Judge judging at this event. I personally assume 
all responsibility and liability for any such claim. I agree to be responsible for any 
loss and expense (including legal fees) incurred by any of the listed parties based 
on claims related in any way to my participation or the actions of the dog in rela-
tionship to this event, whether the claims are made by third parties or by myself. 
Additionally, I agree to assume the sole responsibility for any loss, damage, or 
injury (including death) to myself or to the dog in relationship to this event. I agree 
to RELEASE, INDEMNIFY and promise not to sue the parties listed above for 
any such loss, damage or injury to myself or the dog, regardless of the cause, and 
whether or not the loss, damage or injury may have been caused by the negligence 
of the listed parties. 
I AGREE THAT ANY CAUSE OF ACTION, CONTROVERSY OR CLAIM ARISING 
OUT OF OR RELATED TO THE ENTRY, EXHIBITION OR ATTENDANCE AT THE 
EVENT SHALL BE SETTLED BY ARBITRATION PURSUANT TO THE APPLI-
CABLE RULES OF THE AMERICAN ARBITRATON ASSOCIATION. HOWEVER, 
PRIOR TO ARBITRATION ALL APPLICABLE BMDCA BYLAWS, RULES, REGU-
LATIONS AND PROCEDURES MUST FIRST BE FOLLOWED AS SET FORTH IN 
THE BMDCA CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS, RULES, REGULATIONS, PUB-
LISHED POLICIES AND GUIDELINES.
In consideration of the acceptance of this entry, I agree to abide by rules and 
regulations of the Bernese Mountain Dog Club of America (BMDCA) in effect at 
the time of this BMDCA Draft Test and by any additional rules appearing in the 
premium list for this event. I certify and represent that the dog entered is not a 
hazard to persons or other dogs. I also certify that all the information I provide 
with this entry is true and correct. This entry is submitted for acceptance on the 
foregoing representation and Agreement. I agree to conduct myself in accordance 
with all such Rules and Regulations (including all provisions applying to discipline) 
and to abide by any decisions made in accord with them. 
 
Name of Participant 
(please print) 
 
 
Signature     Date

Submitting this form constitutes your 
agreement to the terms of the Entry Agreement



Bernese Mountain Dog Club of America 
Draft Test Weight Certificate

REV 8-15-2018

Name of Owner/Handler:   

Name of Veterinary Clinic:

 

I verify on   

 

Weighed  

 

Veterinary Clinic Employee Name and Title: 

Signature of Veterinary Clinic Employee witnessing dog’s weight:

 
Please use vet clinic stamp below (with name, address, and phone of 
clinic) or have the above information printed/provided on clinic letter-
head.

This certificate must be dated within 60 days prior to the Draft Test date. 

Insert Date  
(fill in by hand) 

Insert Weight (lbs)  
(fill in by hand)

Insert Dog’s Call Name  
(fill in by hand) 



Attention Exhibitors
• Required COVID-19 Waiver: All participants should read the BMDCA DWC 
(Draft Work Committee) COVID-19 Protocols for Draft Tests on the following 
pages. All entrants must submit signed waiver prior to test or immediately upon 
arrival. 
• Bitches in season are not allowed to participate in the Draft Test. Entry fees 
shall be refunded upon receipt of a veterinary certificate stating an entered bitch 
is in season at the time of the Draft Test.
• Entered dogs must be 24 months or older on the day of the test. 
• Each Open or Open Brace entry, or possible “move-up” to Open or Open 
Brace, must include a weight certificate stating the dog’s name and weight. 
This certificate must be dated within 60 days prior to the Draft Test date. 
The only acceptable weight certificates are:
A) The BMDCA Draft Test Weight Certificate Form (with clinic stamp    
showing clinic name, address and phone number) OR:
B) The Veterinary Clinic’s letterhead with their name, address, and phone   
number.
All weight certificates must contain the following:
Dog’s name (call name) 
Owner/handler name 
Date dog was weighed 
Name/job title/signature of vet employee witnessing weight 
Date form was signed
The BMDCA Weight Certificate Form is available in this premium, or on    
the BMDCA website, https://www.bmdca.org/Draft.
• There will be a single equipment check for each test.
• The two dogs of a brace team need not be owned by the same person or by the 
handler, nor be the same breed.
• Handlers provide their own draft rigs, harnesses, and tie-downs or other means 
of securing a load in the particular draft rig.
• Freight haul weight loads: In Novice Draft, the weight required is 20 lbs. In Open 
Draft, the weight required is the weight of the dog rounded down to the nearest 
10 lbs; 60 lbs minimum. In Novice Brace Draft, the weight required is 40 lbs. per 
team. In Open Brace Draft, the weight required is the sum of the Open weight of 
each dog. Handlers must provide their own weights for the freight haul.
• Please study the draft test regulations carefully! You are responsible for 
being completely familiar with them.
• Extreme weather conditions, such as, but not limited to lightning, extreme 
heat or extreme cold, must be considered for the health and safety of the dogs, 
exhibitors, and spectators. The well-being of the dogs, exhibitors, and spectators 
is of paramount importance and, in the event it is necessary to cancel or stop the 
tests(s) before completion, no refund of entry fee will be made.



Bernese Mountain Dog Club of America 
Draft Tests COVID-19 Waiver 

 This certificate must be submitted prior to OR  
immediately upon arrival at the Draft Test. 

COVID-19 Acknowledgement of Risk
I am signing this Statement in anticipation of attending a BMDCA Draft Test (the 
event).
I understand that COVID-19 is a highly contagious disease that can spread from 
person to person and can lead to serious illness or death.
I agree that if I have any symptoms associated with Covid-19 or if I believe I have 
been exposed in the previous 14 days to someone who has Covid-19 I will not 
attend this event.
If I develop any symptoms within 14 days after the tests, I will notify the Test  
Secretary and/or Test Chair.
If I do attend this event I understand and agree I am voluntarily assuming all the 
risks associated with Covid-19.
I agree to follow all protocols that are in effect for the state and county where the 
event is being held.
I also agree to follow all protocols established by the BMDCA and the sponsoring 
club, to maintain safe social distancing, and to be responsible for sanitizing and 
disinfecting my own equipment as appropriate.
I understand and agree that any protocols in place at this event cannot guarantee 
my health or safety. 
If I feel at any time that my health or safety has been compromised or if I am 
unable or unwilling to follow established protocols then I agree that I will leave the 
event immediately.

Name      

Signature     Date   



BMDCA Draft Work Committee COVID-19 Protocols for Draft Tests
Revised July 10th, 2021

NOTE: These protocols may be modified to reflect Massachusetts  
guidelines at the time of the draft tests.

General Practices
1. Clubs, officials and participants are required to follow state, local and facility 
guidelines that apply to the area and site where the event is held. 
2. Practice social distancing consistent with guidelines in effect at the time of the 
event. Avoid congregating to the extent possible. 
3. Masks only need be worn by individuals who choose to wear one, or if the state, 
local and/or facility guidelines require masks to be worn.
4. Anyone wishing to sanitize their own hands and/or their equipment are  
encouraged to do so.
5. Avoid shaking hands, hugging, or other physical contact without consent from 
the other person.
All people present at the event are responsible for their own safety. Please provide 
your own hand sanitizer and any other supplies (i.e. masks) needed.

Premium List
1. List the Test Site to be used. The site needs to be available for use on the closing 
date.
2. Alternates can be added to the test up until and including the day before the 
test. If an alternate will be added to the second or third day they will need to be 
contacted the day/night before.
3. Additional Information:
 • A COVID-19 Waiver will be provided for inclusion in the Premium List.   
 The waiver will need to be signed before an entry is complete.    
 Any variation/edit to the waiver will have to be approved by the DWC.
 • Send the site requirements out with the final confirmation

Prior to the Test
1. Stay in contact with the point person for the Site. Contact the DWC if the site 
won’t be available.
2. Stay in touch with your judges and make sure they’re still comfortable traveling. 
Contact the DWC if there needs to be a change of judge(s).

On Site
3. Self check-in must be used. The handlers entry packets shall include the cart 
number, catalog, armband number (if used add a rubber band), binder clip, and 
may include a ring favor in a large ziplock-type bag and placed at their cart loca-
tion. The ziplock bag shall be labeled with the handler and dog’s names.
4. The secretary may request to have table in a zone marked off, which no one is 
to enter during the test, without the permission of the secretary.
5. The secretary will handle the clipboards as usual. The secretary and judges are 
responsible for cleaning anything they handle to the degree they are comfortable 
with. Disinfecting wipes shall be provided for the secretary’s table.
6. Judges may choose to use one entrance and one exit per ring in order to keep 
teams from coming into close proximity to each other.



BMDCA Draft Work Committee COVID-19 Protocols for Draft Tests
Continued

Judges
Judges shall take care to protect teams that want to practice social distancing 
while they’re in the ring. 

Handlers/Volunteers
Participants are expected to follow state, local government, facility and event 
guidelines. Clubs shall be prepared to enforce the guidelines that apply to their 
event. 
 • Handlers will need to be available when their equipment is being   
 checked in. 
 • If weight(s) for the freight haul needs to be weighed, the handler will   
 be responsible for carrying the item(s) to the scale and back to    
 the staging area. 
 • Judges will not handle any harnesses or any part of the cart other than  
 what is needed to measure the cart.
 • For the Recall Exercise the handler will take the leash with them and   
 not hand it to a judge.

Awards & Scoresheets
Awards/ Scoresheets/Ribbons/Trophies are to be available for the handlers to get 
them themselves, should they choose to.

Other
The guidelines shall be followed in the ring and test area, to include the draft ring, 
secretaries table, equipment area, hospitality area (if there is one) and the Freight 
Haul activity, not the entire site.

A Last Word
At all times, and especially when in doubt, do what will not cause harm to you or 
those around you!
Take charge of yourself and if you need to take extra precautions for your  
comfort level, please do so.

Stay Safe! Have Fun!
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